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Message from Mr Williams 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
What an incredibly busy half-term we have had here at Coten End. I want to thank parents for your 
attendance at our Science Fair. The numbers were quite a surprise as you may have noticed with a 
queue reaching all the way to Sainsbury’s at one point. It’s lovely for children to be able to showcase 
their projects to parents. We have also had World Book Day and two brilliant events organized by our 
FRIENDS PTA in both the Bingo Night and the annual Easter Egg Tombola. Thanks goes to those who 
volunteered their support for both of those events.  
 
I would also like to thank those of you who have reached out with donations to support OPAL        
recently. We would encourage you to keep doing this. Please see the OPAL newsletter that was sent 
home last week for ideas. If you are keen to support, but don’t have the kind of things we are looking 
for, don’t forget that you can contribute to our school fund via ParentPay. So many of you already 
have and this, alongside FRIENDS’ excellent fundraising, is what can help support those parts of 
school that are often not budgeted for (OPAL, school visitors, practical resources, class parties, Star 
Jar rewards and many more things that enrich and enhance your children’s experience at school). 
Straight after Easter, we have our final OPAL audit and we are looking forward to showing off how far 
we have come in the last 2 years.  
 
As we come to the end of another term, we also need to say a fond farewell to two members of staff. 
Ben Mansell is moving to work at a school closer to home and will be greatly missed. He has worked 
at Coten End for 4 years and in that time has had such a positive impact on our entire school        
community. We are incredibly sorry to see him leave but wish him the best of luck for the future! We 
also say goodbye to Karen French. A key part of our incredibly dedicated and diligent premises team. 
Karen has worked at Coten End for over 12 years making sure that our school environment is clean 
and tidy for our children. We have all got to know Karen very well and she certainly deserves a restful 
and enjoyable retirement.  
 
Congratulations go to Miss Burrows who is getting married at Easter.  We hope that the sun shines for 
the happy couple and they enjoy a wonderful day.   
 
Finally, I hope you all have a lovely Easter Break. It has been nice to see the Sun come out recently, 
although we did have what was arguably snow on Wednesday lunchtime! Fingers crossed for some 
warm weather and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 13th April.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Mr Nick Williams 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



World Book Day celebrations 
On Friday 6th March, Coten End celebrated World Book Day with a 
joyful and engaging day centred around our love of stories and the 
power of oral storytelling. The children fully embraced the           
opportunity to share and explore stories in a variety of creative ways, 
demonstrating enthusiasm and imagination throughout the day. It 
was also wonderful to see so many children dressed up as their    
favourite book characters, with a fantastic range of creative         
costumes on display. Everyone looked amazing and the effort that 
had gone into the outfits was clear to see. 

 

A highlight of the celebrations was our buddy class swaps, where 
older and younger pupils came together to enjoy storytelling. Older children took great pride in reading to 
younger pupils, showing care, patience and expression as they brought stories to life. In turn, younger     
children listened attentively and were     inspired by the storytelling of their peers. There were also        
opportunities for pupils to create and share their own versions of stories, encouraging confidence, creativity 
and a deeper appreciation of narrative. 

 
The day was filled with excitement, collaboration and a genuine enjoyment of reading. It was wonderful to 
see the whole school community come together to celebrate books, develop a love of storytelling and    
create lasting memories through shared reading experiences. 

Mrs White and Mr Mansell. 

 

Year 5 STEM Day with The 
Smallpeice Trust 
Year 5 enjoyed a tremendous and inspiring STEM Day delivered by 
The Smallpeice Trust, supported by sponsorship from Aston Martin. 
The day introduced pupils to two exciting areas of engineering: au-
tomotive engineering and software engineering, giving them a 
hands‑on experience of problem‑solving, creativity, and teamwork. 

Automotive Engineering – Morning Session 

The morning focused on automotive engineering, an area in which Aston Martin are global experts. Pu-
pils investigated how cars work by looking closely at the key components involved, such as wheels, ax-
les, and chassis design. They explored important scientific ideas including forces, motion, and energy 
transfer.  

Working collaboratively in teams, the children designed and created their own rubber band–powered 
cars. They generated and developed ideas through discussion and annotated sketches, testing and re-
fining their designs to achieve the best performance. The workshop encouraged curiosity, resilience, 
and real‑world scientific thinking. 

Software Engineering – Afternoon Session 

In the afternoon, the children moved into the world of software engineering by exploring Caesar 
wheels — named after Julius Caesar, who famously used this method to encrypt 
his military messages and keep information secret. After learning how substitution 
ciphers work, pupils constructed their own Caesar wheels and confidently used 
them to both encrypt and decrypt messages. 

Through this activity, they also discovered why encryption is vital in the modern 
world: it helps keep personal information safe, protects online communication, and 
ensures data security. 

It was a fantastic day from start to finish and a truly memorable experience for our 
Year 5 pupils. They left feeling inspired, knowledgeable, and excited about the 
possibilities of engineering and technology. 



Science week 
Science Week at Coten End: A Celebration of Curiosity! 
 
Science Week was nothing short of inspiring. With this year’s British Science Week theme of Curiosity — a 
value already at the heart of our school ethos— our children embraced every challenge, question and   
investigation with enthusiasm. It was a joy to see their scientific thinking flourish across the week. Here is 
just a sample of what Coten End got up to during British Science Week 2026! 
 
Daily Curiosity Questions 
Each morning began with a Curiosity Question for every class to explore, debate or research. These 
sparked lively discussions and thoughtful wonderings. A standout favourite in Key Stage 2 was the 
mind‑stretching question: “What would happen if the sun disappeared?” 
 
Mini Investigations Across the School 
Hands‑on science was everywhere across the week! 
 
Key Stage 2 tested and refined paper aeroplane designs, experimenting with shape, weight and flight 
distance. 
 
Key Stage 1 explored materials through the classic sink or float investigation, making predictions and 
testing their ideas with great excitement. 
 
Smashing Stereotypes in STEM 
Classes also spent time exploring the achievements of women in STEM, challenging stereotypes and cele-
brating the diverse contributions that shape scientific progress. The children were fascinated by the sto-
ries they encountered and inspired by the message that science is for everyone. 
 
A Show‑Stopping Science Fair 
Our annual Science Fair was a tremendous success. The creativity, effort and curiosity poured into each 
project were clear to see, and staff were incredibly proud of the children’s hard work. Throughout the 
classrooms in our school, our values shone brightly—collaboration, kindness and determination were 
evident in every display and presentation.  
 
A Spectacular Science Show for Year 5 
To round off the week, Year 5 enjoyed a special visit to Warwick School for a science show led by Mr 
Etheridge. The experiments were nothing short of spectacular, leaving the children wide‑eyed and buzzing 
with excitement. They returned full of stories to share with their families—a perfect finale to a week filled 
with wonder. 
 
Science Week reminded us all of the power of curiosity and the joy of learning. We are incredibly proud of 
our young scientists and can’t wait to see where their curiosity takes them next.  
 



Science Fair Lucky Winners! 
As mentioned in the letter about the Science Fair, eve-
ryone who completed a project was entered into a 
random prize draw, with a winner from each year 
group.  

Here are our lucky winners: 

Sophie in Year 2, Ellis in Year 3, George and Yassine in 
Year 4, Susanna in Year 5 and Archie, Reggie and Ab-
hinav in Year 6. 

All other children will now receive a certificate for par-
ticipating. These will be given out after Easter. 

MFL news 
Myton/Year 6 German workshop 

On Friday 20th March a group of Year 9 students from Myton School led a 
German workshop for all of our Year 6 students. They planned and led 
activities to practise the German that our children have been learning with 
Madame/Frau Allison this term. It was lovely to see the Year 6 and Year 9 
students all interacting with each other.  

 

Culture Club (Russian) 

The children have had lots of fun this half-term learning how to 
speak some Russian with Vika's Mum, Tetiana.  They have also 
learnt about Russian culture and even sampled some Russian food 
and drink with Tima's Mum, Olesia. We are very grateful to them 
both for giving up their time.  

Our next language of the half-term will be PORTUGUESE! 

 

Year 3 Achievement Assembly—change of time 
After Easter the start time of the Year 3 Achievement Assembly will change to 2.30pm on Wednesdays. 

 

Site safety reminders — IMPORTANT  
Please remember that the following are not permitted to be ridden on the school site: 

• Scooters 

• Bikes 

• Skateboards 

 

If you need to drive on to the school site please remember that you should not exceed 5MPH and also 
ensure that your hazard lights are on.  There have been reports of excessive driving speeds and this is a 
clear danger for any pedestrians and also other cars. The speed limit must be adhered to at all times. 

 

With the exception of Assistance Dogs, no dogs should be brought on to the school site at any time—this 
is dogs of any size even if they are being held.  Please securely tie dogs up away from the entrance 
gates.  



Sports News 
Coten End Kick Off Their First Official League Match in Style 

On Wednesday 2nd March, Coten End played their first official league football match—an exciting occa-
sion for the whole team. 

The game began brightly, with both sides showing great teamwork and determination. Chances were cre-
ated at both ends, but for a while neither team could find a breakthrough. That changed when some ex-
cellent build‑up play allowed Max to slip the ball past the St Paul’s goalkeeper, giving Coten End a 
well‑deserved 1–0 lead. 

With confidence building, Coten End continued to press. Another defensive mix‑up from St Paul’s gave 
Max the opportunity to strike again, and he calmly doubled the advantage to make it 2–0. 

Just before half‑time, St Paul’s found their rhythm. A perfectly weighted through‑ball cut through the de-
fence, and they finished neatly to bring the score to 2–1 at the break. 

The next goal was always going to be crucial. The second half saw chances for both teams, including a 
strong effort from St Paul’s that was brilliantly stopped by Charlie, keeping Coten End ahead. After some 
exciting end‑to‑end play, Coten End sealed the victory: following a good save by the St Paul’s keeper, the 
rebound fell to Jaxon, who finished with great composure to make it 3–1. 

Final Score: Coten End 3 – 1 St Paul’s 

A fantastic team performance and a great start to the league campaign—well done, everyone! 

 

Coten End Earn Another Impressive Win in High‑Scoring Thriller 

Last Wednesday, the Coten End boys played their second league 
match, this time against Newburgh—and it certainly didn’t disappoint! 

Coten End burst into action straight from kick‑off, scoring three 
quick‑fire goals within the first three minutes. It was an electric start 
that put Newburgh on the back foot early on. However, Newburgh 
worked their way back into the game, making good use of long goal 
kicks and managing to pull one goal back. 

Gaining confidence, Newburgh continued to push forward and eventu-
ally turned the match around, taking a 4–3 lead. As the whistle blew for 
half‑time, Coten End regrouped and reset. 

The team returned with renewed focus, getting back to their trademark style of play—moving the ball 
well, supporting each other, and keeping calm under pressure. This approach paid off brilliantly as Coten 
End regained control of the match and scored four unanswered goals to surge ahead 8–4. 

In the closing minutes, Newburgh found some composure and managed to score twice more, but Coten 
End held firm until the final whistle. 

Final Score: Coten End 8 – 6 Newburgh 

Another fantastic result and another three points on the board—well done, boys! Keep up the great work! 

 

Coten End Shine at the County Indoor Athletics Final 

This Wednesday, our fantastic indoor athletics team competed in the County Final after winning the Cen-
tral Area heat earlier this term. Now representing Central Warwickshire, the team faced a very high 
standard of competition at the Solihull Sports Centre, going up against the winners from every other local 
area heat. 

The atmosphere was electric, with races run at incredible speed and our athletes jumping and throwing 
further than ever. Every member of the Coten End team gave their all, showing brilliant determination, 
teamwork, and resilience throughout the event. 

It was undoubtedly one of the toughest competitions of the 
year, featuring some of the best young athletes from across the 
county. Despite this, Coten End delivered an outstanding perfor-
mance, finishing an impressive 5th place overall—narrowly 
missing out on 4th by just 20 points (the equivalent of a single 
race win!). 

A huge well done to all our athletes for doing themselves and 



Year 5 Pupils Enjoy Netball Workshop at Warwick School 

On Thursday 27th February, eight enthusiastic Year 5 pupils 
took part in a fantastic netball workshop at Warwick School. It 
was a wonderful opportunity for the children to experience 
top‑class sporting facilities and develop their skills in a          
supportive environment. 

Thankfully, the weather held off long enough for the group to 
enjoy plenty of outdoor netball activities. The morning began 
with a series of specialist‑led workshops, where experienced  
netball coaches   introduced new techniques, drills, and tactics 
for the children to explore. 

After a short break, the session moved into a friendly mini‑tournament. This gave the pupils a chance to 
put their newly learned skills into action and enjoy playing alongside children from other schools. 

The focus of the morning was very much on fun, participation, and teamwork—and it was wonderful to 
see so many children playing, learning, and enjoying netball together. 

Well done to all the pupils who took part! 

Mr Rose 

 

NETBALL 
Last week Zahra and Lyra from 3SS, along with their team - 'Leamington Red Pandas', 
were crowned   Under 9s netball champions, finishing top of the league! 

The girls are unstoppable and have shown skills to be proud of. Their hard work and   
dedication throughout training at Kid squad come rain, snow or shine, has  truly paid off! 

 

SWIMMING 

Warwick Whirlwinds raise over £500 with   
Swimathon 
Liv and Anna from year 6 with Ivy and Amelie from year 5 took on a 
2.5k team challenge in the       Swimathon last weekend and together 
have raised over £500 in sponsorship. The girls, who named their team 
the Warwick Whirlwinds, do swimming lessons together and thought 
they would make a great team.  

On the day, they made the distance look easy, each completing their leg in 15 minutes and finishing in 
style with a length of butterfly! The funds will go to Marie Curie, Cancer Research UK and the Swimathon 
Foundation. Liv said: "We know two mums who are poorly with cancer and we wanted to raise money to 
help others." 

 

RED NOSE competition 
 

Mrs Hawkins and the Charity Committee met last  Friday lunchtime, and we went through the MANY     
entries that we received for the ‘Design-yer Nose’ competition.! 
 
After shortlisting, we agreed that Rhea from 4VW was the unanimous winner and that David from 2HH 
and Nefeli from RSM were the runners-up. They have received their prizes and their designs are below.  
All of the children had put in a great effort and it was not an easy decision. 
 
We were delighted that by encouraging children to take part, that we opened up the conversation about 
Comic Relief and all the good work that they do. 
 

 



Stowe Valley Trust Art Exhibition April 25th and 
25th  
Come and see some brilliant art and photography! 

  

It is with great excitement that we share the dates of our Trust's first Art Exhibition which will be held at 
the Compton Verney Art Gallery. We are delighted to be able to celebrate the creative talent of our      
student community at such a prestigious venue. All schools in our Trust will be submitting work and a 
many of the Postcards from our recent competition will also be on display. Families and Stowe Valley Staff 
can benefit from a 50% reduction using the code below. There are lots of things to do and see in the 
buildings and it's set in spectacular grounds : 

  

SVTMAT50% - valid for 50% off up to 2 adult full price day tickets on Sat 25 and Sun 26 
April. This code can be used when booking admission for that weekend online, over the 
phone (01926 645500) or at the Welcome Centre on the day. 

Entry to Compton Verney for those receiving universal or pension credit costs £2, under 19s go free and 
entry for 19-25 yr olds costs £10. 

  

More details about Compton Verney can be found on the website: comptonverney.org.uk  
Our artwork will be displayed in the Adam Hall. 

  

We would love to have as many people as possible from come along to support and share the exhibition. 
It's not everyday that children's artwork is displayed alongside nationally and internationally renowned 
artists in fabulous surroundings!  

St Nicholas Park Community Safety Meeting - 
30th March 6pm 
A community safety meeting will be held on Monday 30th March at 6pm at the Pickard Street Community 
Centre to discuss safety concerns in St Nicholas Park. The meeting has been arranged in response to   
ongoing discussions regarding safety in and around St Nicholas Park . 

A representative from the Warwickshire Councillor for Community Safety will be present to listen, provide 
updates, and outline what support and actions are currently being considered. This is an open meeting, 
and everyone with an interest in the park and the wider community is welcome to attend. 

Family Information Service 
The latest edition of the Family Information Service newsletter is available 
to read at: 

FIS Newsletter 

School Health Newsletter 
Please follow the link to the school website where you will find the April edition of our School Health 
Newsletter. 

 

School Health Newsletter 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcomptonverney.org.uk&c=E,1,UTRp1nHr2gs8GQXNgx00S5ENJAXkPTO9aHDlOsz3t9L11DBX3PT0yIONDznxR2x-1gFd7bFMP-7uLadJrb2dX_cG3fkwsEaBwstlGqzjI_00ZjO33WLiUzA,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Health&pid=296


 Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 13th  
April   

Reception eye tests  Year 3 /4 Myton     
Hospice assembly 

 

Y5/6  Town Crier     
assembly 

Football (Y2-4) 
Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 14th  
April 

  Year 5 / 6 Myton     
Hospice assembly 

Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 

Multi-Sports (R-Y2) 
Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 15th 
April 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (R, Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 16th    
April  

3SS trip to Cross Hands 
Quarry 

  Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 
Multi-Sports (Rec & Y1) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 
Basketball (Y3/4) 

Friday 17th      
April 

Year 6—Science Heart 
visit 

  Dance (Rec—2) 
Rounders (R– Y2) 

Chess (Y3-6) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

     

Monday 20th  
April 

Year 1 / 2 Myton     
Hospice assembly 

  Football (Y2-4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 21st  
April  

   Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 22nd 
April  

Earth Day 

 

3CC trip to Cross Hands 
Quarry 

  Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (YR, 1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 23rd 
April 

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 

Friday 24th     
April  

3LA trip to Cross Hands 
Quarry 

 Friends Swish event Dance (Rec—2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Rounders (R-Y2) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

 





























Spa Theatre Company are back again with their annual production which is on at The Bridge            
House Theatre next month. There is a huge discount code available: 

The code is:  SPABUGSY6 

The code will discount ALL tickets to only £6 and can be used for any performance apart from 
the last one.  

 





 




