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Message from Mr Williams 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Next week, our Year 6 pupils will take their SATs, and I wanted to use this week’s newsletter    
message to acknowledge the huge amount of work that has gone into preparing for them, both by 
the children and the staff (and I’m sure parents!). 
 
The children have worked hard and shown all of our school values along the way, particularly    
determination, courage and responsibility. The staff supporting them have been thoughtful,      
professional and deeply committed to doing the very best for every pupil. That effort matters, and 
it deserves recognition. 
 
What also deserves recognition is that we do not suffocate our pupils in Year 6 with SATs prep. We 
do not cause them to lose their enjoyment and love for our wider curriculum. Clear examples of 
this are the time given recently to a school visit where they got to pretend to be evacuees on a 
train journey, the effort put into preparing for and taking part in Earth Day, as well as a recent DT 
project the children have been working on. 
 
We do not allow SATs to take over at Coten End. SATs are an important part of the national      
system, but they are not the definition of a child, a school, or a future. They give us one snapshot 
of attainment at a particular moment in time. They do not capture creativity, kindness, resilience, 
humour, leadership, curiosity or the many other qualities that make our children who they are.  
 
Even more so than ever, there is pressure on schools to achieve highly at the end of Year 6 as 
there is no other statutory measure of children’s success between Reception and their time at 
school, but we know that all of the enjoyment and engagement children have because of our     
interesting, varied and exciting curriculum is exactly what leads to the high attainment we achieve. 
 
Our focus next week will be on helping pupils feel calm, confident and supported. We want them to 
approach each day knowing they are valued, encouraged and cared for – whatever the outcome. 
 
I would like to thank parents and carers for the support you continue to give at home. A good 
night’s sleep, a positive word each morning and reassurance that doing their best is enough will 
make far more difference than any last-minute revision. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 children. Not just for how they approach SATs week, but for 
who they are every day. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mr Nick Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



Attendance Update 
As part of our safeguarding procedures we ask that parents/carers contact school to inform of a child’s 
absence even if this is pre-planned and school are aware.   

Please contact the office on the first day of the absence to let school know that your child will not be in 
and confirm the reason for this.  If no contact is made by 10.00am then the office will call to ascertain the 
reason for any absence.   

No cycling, scootering on school grounds 
This is to remind everyone that bikes (including balance bikes), scooters (and anything similar) should 
not be ridden in the school grounds. Adults and children should dismount from bikes or scooters before 
entering via any of the school gates.  If you are asked to dismount please be respectful of this request as 
it is for everyone’s safety.   

Deputy Headteacher appointment 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Following our letter to you last week about Mr Grana leaving to move on to a headship in September, we 
have spent the last two days carrying out the interviews for the post of Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour & 
Assessment). 
 
We had some very strong applications from experienced senior leaders -from the local area and further 
afield - and the shortlisted candidates were put through an incredibly rigorous process to explore their 
leadership capabilities and suitability for the role.  
 
I am delighted to announce Mr Andy Johnston has been appointed to take on the role from September.  
Many of you will know Mr Johnston as Year 5/6 Phase Leader and Year 6 teacher and you may have also 
seen him at various school activities including Friends events.  
 
I am sure you will join with me in congratulating him and he and Mr Grana will be carrying out a detailed 
handover to ensure a seamless transition in the new academic year.  
 
With best wishes 
 
Sarah Sheepy  

No dogs on site 
This is another reminder that dogs are not to be brought onto the school site at any time, including those 
that are being carried.  This is with the exception of assistance dogs. 

If you do need to bring your dog at drop off or pick up times please leave it securely tied up well away 
from the entrance gates. 

Class photographs 
Class photos are being taken next Friday 16th May so please ensure that your child comes to school look-
ing smart in correct school uniform and wearing any badges of responsibility as appropriate. Proofs cards 
of the photos will be sent home the week after and orders should be placed online.  



Bench unveiling 
You may have noticed that the bench on the school drive has changed.  This colourful new bench has 
been put in place as a memorial to Richard Furniss who was our local lollipop man for several years and 
sadly died last year.  Richard was a familiar face to many of our families and helped keep pedestrians safe 
on the crossing outside school. 

There will be an official unveiling of the bench at 2.15pm on Thursday 14th May.  Parents are very      
welcome to attend.  We would be grateful if this information could be passed on to any previous families 
that may also wish to come along to the unveiling.  

Charity Committee news 
MYTON HOSPICE fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who raised money for Myton Hospice following the recent assemblies.  The    
donations were collected by the Hospice recently and we have been informed that the total raised was  

£1271.62 

They are extremely grateful for such a large donation from school. 

We will announce the winner of the Hospice Bear in the next newsletter. 

Music lessons cancelled next week  

Please note that there are NO music lessons next week due to the SATs tests.  

Sporting success 
Coten End Finish Season on a High 

On Tuesday 28th April, Coten End played their final league game of the season against Brookhurst        
Primary, and the boys produced an outstanding performance to round off a fantastic campaign. 
 
The match started brightly, with Coten End immediately settling into their usual passing game, moving 
the ball quickly and confidently. This paid off early with a well-worked team goal to open the scoring.  
 
Buoyed by this, Coten End continued to press forward and soon added two more goals, showing great 
composure and teamwork. 
 
Just before half-time, Brookhurst managed to catch us out and sneak a goal past our otherwise strong 
defence, leaving the score at 3–1 at the break. 
 
Coten End carried their momentum into the second half and quickly put the game beyond doubt with two 
early goals. Brookhurst showed resilience and defended well for much of the half, but Coten End      
maintained their pressure and added a final goal late on to complete a 
convincing 6–1 victory. 
 
Goals came from Milo, Max, Theo (2) and Harry (2). 
 
This result sees Coten End finish top of Group C — a fantastic       
achievement and a true reflection of the hard work, commitment and 
teamwork shown by every player who has represented the squad this 
season. 
 
Well done boys — thoroughly deserved! 
 



 
Coten End Crowned Area Champions at Finals Day 

On Wednesday 6th May, freshly crowned League Group C champions Coten End took part in Finals Day, 
facing the other league winners from across the area. The tournament was held at Leamington FC, with 
Warwick, Radford Semele and the best runner‑up, St Augustine’s, also represented. 

 

Coten End opened their campaign against Warwick, with both sides setting up well and producing some 
excellent football. It was Coten End who struck first, a goal that settled any nerves and gave the team 
confidence. With matches played over 10 minutes per half, Coten End made excellent use of the time and 
space available, consistently pressing Warwick and playing their passing game. Three fine goals from 
Max, along with one each from Frederick and Harry B, saw Coten End start the day with an impressive 5–
0 win. 

 

The second match saw Coten End take on Radford Semele. This time, Coten End did not start with the 
same rhythm, and Radford managed to slip a goal past Charlie in goal. Chasing the game, Coten End 
struggled to find their usual flow. Harry managed to squeeze a goal past the Radford keeper in the      
second half, but Radford responded soon after, leaving Coten End on the wrong end of a 2–1 result. 

 

This defeat proved to be a turning point, giving Coten End renewed focus heading into their final group 
game against St Augustine’s, knowing a win was needed to reach the final. Returning to their usual form, 
Coten End started strongly, with Max opening the scoring. St Augustine’s replied shortly after, a deflected 
shot finding its way past Charlie, but Coten End remained calm and composed. Continuing to create 
chances, Max added a fine solo goal, while Theo, Frederick and Milo also got on the scoresheet, sealing a 
convincing 4–1 victory and booking Coten End’s place in the final. 

 

The final was a repeat of the opening game, with Coten End once again facing Warwick. Despite the    
earlier win, Coten End approached the match as a fresh challenge. They played with confidence and con-
trol, creating excellent chances and scoring two well‑worked team goals early on. An unfortunate injury to 
Harry D — who had been outstanding throughout the tournament and a rock in defence — meant he was 
unable to finish the final. Undeterred, the team rallied together, continuing to press and shutting down 
Warwick’s attacks. 

 

Warwick did create more chances than in the earlier meeting, but Charlie remained alert and made four 
outstanding saves to keep them at bay. Coten End went on to add three more goals before the final   
whistle, with Theo scoring a hat‑trick and Max adding two, completing another emphatic 5–0 victory. 

 

It was a fantastic tournament for Coten End, who finished the day as area champions, proudly taking 
home the league trophy and medals. This is a tremendous achievement — not just for the players who 
competed on Finals Day, but for the entire squad who contributed throughout the season to winning the 
league and earning the opportunity to compete. 

 

The boys conducted themselves with humility, teamwork and grace throughout the event, perfectly     
representing Coten End’s values. They should all be incredibly proud of what they have achieved. A     
special mention goes to Charlie, Theo and Will for their performances during the tournament, as noted by 
the many Coten End parents who came 
along to support the team. 

 

Well done, boys — a truly outstanding 
achievement. 



Year 5 Shine in the Warwick Hall Opera Project  
Year 5 took to the stage this week as part of the Opera Project at Warwick Hall, performing alongside  
pupils from other Warwick schools and three incredibly talented professional soloists. Their featured opera 
was Mozart’s The Magic Flute — a joyful, imaginative story in which Prince Tamino sets out on a quest to 
rescue Pamina, facing trials of courage, wisdom, and friendship along the way. It’s a tale filled with     
magical creatures, mysterious temples, and the triumph of good over evil. 

 

Coten End proudly stood as the largest school involved in the project, and our Year 5 children      
represented us with confidence, enthusiasm, and professionalism from start to finish. They performed the 
two pieces they have been working so hard on: ‘Pa pa pa Duet’ and ‘The Trials Begin’. Both pieces       
demanded focus, complex musical phrasing, challenging vocabulary, and coordinated movement — and 
Year 5 rose to the challenge beautifully. They were confident, composed, and energetic. They performed 
in front of a FULL audience! Including some very special guests, such as The Mayor of Warwick!  

 

Miss Allsopp, Mrs Shah and Miss Coombe were incredibly proud of how every child conducted themselves 
throughout the long and tiring day. Every child showed our Coten End values and were a credit to our 
school.  Their participation, teamwork, and engagement were outstanding, and the final performance was 
a brilliant success. 

 

Well done, Year 5 — you were fantastic! 

Year 5 & 6 Author visit 
We were delighted to welcome renowned children’s author Emma Carroll to school for a truly inspiring 
and interactive assembly. Emma captivated pupils as she shared insights into her latest book Dracula & 
Daughters, bringing her characters and ideas to life through engaging storytelling and discussion. 

 

She also gave a fascinating glimpse into her journey as a writer, talking about where her ideas come 
from, the challenges of writing and what it’s like to see a story grow from imagination to publication.   
Pupils were eager to ask questions and she gave many insightful answers.  

 

The visit was enjoyed by all, but it was particularly meaningful for our Year 6 pupils, who have recently 
studied one of Emma Carroll’s texts, Letters From The Lighthouse as part of their WW2 learning theme.  

 

It was memorable experience for everyone involved.  

 

 



30 years of Coten End Primary School 
 
We are celebrating 30 years of Coten End Primary School this year!   
 
Coten End opened as an infant school in 1884.  It then became an all-through ‘elementary school’    
taking pupils from age 5 until they left at the age of 14 or 15. 
 
In the 1950s it was two separate schools - Coten End Infant and Coten End Junior School.  
 
In 1976 a new school opened on the site that led to a Coten End First School (5-8 years) and Middle 
School (8-12 years) before the opening of Coten Primary School in 1996. 
 
This involved joining the 2 buildings of the Infant and Junior schools via a long corridor between the 
two— at this point it was just a corridor, however now houses the three Year 4 classrooms which were 
added when the school expanded from 2 to 3-form entry in 2014. 
 

Highlights of the first years of the new primary school were integrating ICT into the curriculum, a first-
ever OFSTED inspection and participating in the annual Warwick Carnival procession with floats designed 
to enhance a part of the curriculum! Those were the days!! 

 

The older children in 1996 were invited to look into the future to try to imagine what school would be 
like for their children and grandchildren; here are some of their thoughts: 

 

“In the school in 20 years time there might be computerised books…” 

 

“Teachers will wear a pair of goggles which tells the teachers what to say”   

 

“Instead of a car park you can have a jet port.  Assembly will be virtual reality.” 

 

“The tiles will come off the roof, the paint will come off the rails, the floor will be worn out” 

 

“Our first lesson is always Aerobics because it wakes us up and keeps us fit…Our playground is an       
adventure theme park.” 

 

It seems as if some of the children could see into the future—perhaps OPAL is the brainchild of one of 
them! 

 



Family Information Service 
The latest edition of the Family Information Service newsletter is available to read at: 

FIS Newsletter 

 

Message from Warwickshire Child and Family Wellbeing Service 
 
We are all aware of the growing use of technology in today’s world. Technology has it pros and cons, but 
we cannot escape that it is here, and it will have an impact on all children and families. 

  

The government have released a consultation as the next step to ensure children’s experiences online are 
safe and to understand how technology impacts children’s wellbeing. 

  

There are 3 surveys to choose from. 

  

• Full consultation for anyone (civil society, industry and members of the public) 

• Survey for parents and carers of young people aged 21 and under 

• Survey for children and young people (aged 10 to 21) 

  

Click here to access the government consultation 
  

Growing up in the online world, government consultation closes on 26th May 2026! 

  

Consultation Summary: 

We are consulting on further measures to prepare children for the future in an age of rapid technological 
change. This includes potential age restrictions on social media and other services such as gaming sites 
and AI chatbots, restrictions on addictive design features and risky functionalities, and better support for 
parents and families. 

 

 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=Children%20and%20young%20people%20bulletin%3A%20Apri


 Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 11th   
May  

KS2 SATS   Football (Y2-4) 
Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 12th   
May 

KS2 SATS  2.30pm—Reception 
‘Come and Play’ 

Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 

Multi-Sports (R-Y2) 
Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 13th 
May  

KS2 SATS   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (R, Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 14th  
May  

KS2 SATS  2.30pm—Reception 
‘Come and Play’ 

Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 
Basketball (Y3/4) 

Friday 15th     
May 

Class photos   Dance (Rec—2) 
Rounders (R– Y2) 

Chess (Y3-6) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

     

Monday 18th   
May 

KS1 Sports Event —
9.30am 

 Reception Sports 
Event—2.15pm 

Football (Y2-4) 
Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 19th  
May   

Year 2 visit to Warwick 
Castle 

  Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 

Multi-Sports (R-Y2) 
Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 20th  
May  

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (YR, 1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 21st  
May 

Year 1 non-uniform day  

Reception visit to Hatton 
Adventure World 

 

Y3 / 4 Sports Day at St 
Nicks Park—9.30am 

 Y5 / 6 Sports Day at St 
Nicks Park—1.00pm 

Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 
Basketball (Y3/4) 

Friday 22nd     
May   

Non-uniform day 
 

Year 1 trip to Twycross 
Zoo 

  Dance (Rec—2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Rounders (R-Y2) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

 




















