Please complete these forms for Arete.

Welcome to Year 6 Introduction Evening
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Senior Leadership Team:

We have a large, supportive Senior Leadership Team.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us.

Sarah Sheepy —
Executive Headteacher

Nick Williams —
Head of School

Andy Johnston —
Deputy Headteacher:

Behaviour/Assessment
Lead

Kerry Pope —
Deputy Headteacher:

Safeguarding/Inclusion
Lead

Katie Reeves —
Assistant Headteacher:

SENDCo



Staffing

The class teachers in Year 6 are:

L
Alice Arnold Manna Chacko
6AA 6MC

- | k B |
Alison White Ruth White

6WW (Mon- Wed) 6WW (Thurs- Fri)
6MC (Thurs)

Year 5/6 Phase Leader: Manna Chacko

The Phase Leader works closely with all staff in the phase and will handle any
initial concerns you may have that require more than the class teacher’s input.

The year group will be supported by a large team of support staff including:
- Miss Ashleigh Morgan (SEN Teacher)

Miss Amy Crees, Mrs Vicky Kopaila, Mrs Julia Day , Mrs Katie Rebbeck,
Mrs Louise Cunliffe, Mrs Sarabjeet Vinning, Mrs Kat Turner



Attendance
"y

We are committed to working in partnership with families to
SdlConnect  achieve the best possible attendance for your child.
— =

 Set high expectations regarding your child’s attendance at school

« Absence from school affects your child’s progress both academically and socially
 Target of no more than three days absence per academic year

« Avoid absence from school where possible

. %:hontact the school office each day before 9.30am either by email, telephone or via
e app

« DO NOT take family holidays during term time — risk of penalty notice > 5 days
equivalent non-consecutlvey accumulative

 Avoid GP and dental appointments during school hours

« If your child is reluctant to come to school, share any concerns with the
appropriate member of school staff to seek support at the earliest opportunity

» See the Attendance policy which can be found on the school website
« Attendance Lead —Kerry Pope

» Coughs and colds don’t usually mean a child needs to be kept at home. We can
keep their medicine e.g., Calpol in the school office and administer it, with your
permission, to help them through their day.

« Website ** Staged letters ** Attend Framework **Attendance Support Plans

? 3 ATTENDANCE TARGET
‘ t’“ ‘_h.u -:L,-.:_:: L=y ".jll::‘!.:' :.- :.J:.I



Lateness and Punctuality

We are aware that consistent lateness can have an affect on a child's
entitlement to education.

As a school we have clear expectations that children should be in on time, each
day. When appropriate, parents/carers will receive half termly information when

the school is concerned about your child's lateness. EVERY MINUTE COUNTS

MINUTES LA

5 MINUTES 3.4SCHOOLDAYSAYEAR | 17 LESSONS |
10 MINUTES 6.9 SCHOOLDAYSAYEAR | 35LESSONS
15 MINUTES 10.3 SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR | 51 LESSONS

-School doors open at 8.40am and close at 8.50am. I
-Any child who arrives after 8.50am will need to do so through the schools main office.
-Children who are late must sign in through the schools system with a reason,
accompanied by a parent.

-All late episodes are recorded on the schools registration system along with the
minutes absent, past 8.50am.

-Each week the Attendance Support Team will monitor those children who are late and
record any patterns of punctuality concerns.

-If necessary, parents/carers will be contacted to discuss their child's punctuality.
-When there are consistent punctuality concerns or patterns, it may result in further
conversations with a member of the Attendance Support Team. This could result in a
meeting and a support plan to be implemented.



»
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W iee Pupil Premium
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If your child is eligible for Free School Meals, they are also entitled
to a range of support in school funded by the Pupil Premium Grant.

This includes access to additional learning and extra-curricular
opportunities, academic support, financia sugport for school trips
and a fully funded music lesson or sports club.

Even if children are only eligible for Free School Meals for a short
time, they continue to receive Pupil Premium funding for 6 years.

You can find out if your family is eligible on the Warwickshire County
Council website: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-
learning/apply-free-school-meals
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To apply for free school meals, visit:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

Children may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) if their parent or carer receives one
or more of the following:

*Universal Credit (any income level)

*Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

*Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)

*The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

*You meet the rules for families with no recourse to public funds (NRPF)

All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will also continue to be entitled

to free school meals under the universal infant free school meals policy regardless of family
circumstances.

If your child is already receiving Free School Meals and you fit the new criteria, you do not need to apply. Warwickshire
County Council are checking all pupils. They may be in contact with you to check details. Once it is working, you can apply
at: Apply for free school meals: Apply for free school meals (FSM) - Warwickshire County Council
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Relationships and Behaviour

In recent years, there has been a noticeable shift in the attitude
and behaviour of the wider school that disrupts learning and
does not reflect the school rules and values.

BE RESPECTFUL BE SAFE

* Noticeable shift in attitude and behaviour of children within school.
« Shift in attitude has resulted in increases in low-level behaviours that disrupt learning:
o Use of inappropriate and unnecessary 'fidgets' in class.
o Talking during direct teaching.
o Calling out or refusal to engage.
o Refusal to follow instructions given by adults.
« Increase in disrespectful behaviour towards school adults including:
o Rolling eyes.
o Refusal to following instructions given by adults.
o Walking away from adults when talking to them.
o Becoming argumentative and verbally abusive.
« Increase in anti-social behaviour or that which directly contradicts school rules such as:
o  Showing wilful lack of care for school equipment i.e. drawing on items, routinely
'losing' items or breaking them.
o  Refusing to help tidy the school environment.
o Incorrect school uniform (especially PE kit) including wearing of make-up,
jewellery or trainers.



Relationships and Behaviour

w @ 7 : ¢ ¥

Coyr a9?

Children will be held accountable for their behaviour and reported to parents where
appropriate.

When school and home, work in unison and present a united, consistent message, children
flourish.

The conduct of parents towards members of staff (irrespective of perceived position) must
always remain polite and courteous.

School recognise that situations may elicit an emotional response, but discussions need to
be focused on finding ways to move forward positively.

Decisions made — in relation to behaviour — may not always be clear or agreeable but must
— particularly when discussed with the child - be supported. If further private discussions
need to be held, these can be arranged but arguments and undermining key messages does
not support the child.

Verbal abuse will not be tolerated.

School may — at times — get things wrong and we need to know — providing we are
reflective and willing to learn — that families will be supportive in helping the school to
develop.



Year 6: Curriculum

The children experience a varied curriculum at Coten End.

An overview of the year’s curriculum content can be found on the website.

The learning themes in Year 6 are:

AUTUMN —SPRING _

-

Toil and Darwin’s Battle of

Trouble Discoveries Britain
History: The Tudor Science: Evolution History: Britain in
period WW2

Geography:
DT: Construction of Environmental issues in DT: Rationing
timber frames houses the Galapagos

Geography: Impact of
Music: Composition Art: Landscape WW?2 on the local area
Painting

Kensuke's
Kingdom
Art: Japanese
Prints
Geography: Study
of Japan and

Extreme Weather

DT: Lighthouses

Animated
Authors

Focus on transition
Young Apprentice

End of Year Show



Year 6: Curriculum Enrichment

Children take part in a range of curriculum enrichment experiences throughout the year.

In Year 6, curriculum enrichment includes:

AUTUMN

~~~~~

Young Mary Arden’s Residential Arete Evacuation Drayton Manor
Shakespeare Farm Experience (Post-SATS)

Company

DATE  18.09.2026 October 12.10.2026 - 20.04.2027
16.10.2026

COSTUME

i
.

School Uniform  School Uniform Outdoor Clothing Children to dress as Own clothes/ Active
(See Arete Information) evacuees. wear



Year 6: Key Texts

During lessons, the children will have opportunities to read and explore a wide variety of
rich literary texts, including:

the quihor of WAR HORSE

@w '

DRAGONS |

“ ~ R Letters from Kensuke S
I L (“‘L‘l"l‘““m-m ‘ l' | :v"’:\‘ the K|ngd0m
Macbeth RS Lighthouse
and the Darwin’s
Diver’s Dragons

Daughter

The Works of
Various
Animated
Authors



Maths KS2

Children are taught maths every day. We continue to develop what is called a ‘mastery’
approach, which is in-line with the most up-to-date academic research provide by both NCETM
(National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Maths) and EEF (Education Endowment
Foundation)

Teachers focus on developing a deep understanding of the year’s National Curriculum objectives
rather than trying to progress to new objectives as quickly as possible. This can often be
misconstrued with reducing challenge. Instead, the challenge is delivered in a different way.

How children are challenged:

- Encouraged to provide detailed verbal responses to how they have solved problems

- Pushed to provide evidence, reasoning and proof that their answers are correct

- Supported to challenge themselves and their peers by working collaboratively and stretching
their understanding of a topic or objective

How children are not challenged:
- Progressed onto future year group objectives
- Continuously set more and more questions that get ‘harder’

Mastery is about demonstrating complete understanding of each objective beyond just
answering questions.



Handwriting and Spelling KS2

Latter-joins
Dear Parents,

Our school is now part of the Letter-join

handwriting scheme and our pupils can log in to
the Letter-join website at home on iPads, tablets

and computers.
There you will find the same, easy-to-use
handwriting resources that we use at school.

PC DESKTOP AND LAPTOP LOG-IN

Log in at www letterjoin.co.uk and use the
Desktop log-in option with these details:

Username: ab6515
Password: home

IPAD AND TABLET LOG-IN

Go to www.letterjoin.co.uk and use the
Tablet log-in option with these details:

Username: abs515

Swipe code o
(starting at top left). g
®. 0.0

Choose a Classroom

Richmand

Buckingham |
- J

PC Browsers:
Letter-join will work on the following
browsers on PCs/Macs:

» Google Chrome
+ Safari
Do not use Internet Explorer.

Tablet/iPad Browsers:
Letter-join will run on the following tablets:

+ iPads running iOS7 and above through the
Safari browser.

+ Windows 8 tablets (8 inch and bigger)
using the built-in browser.

= Android tablets (8 inch and bigger) using
Google Chrome.

Once logged-in, choose your child's classroom and you can
use Letter-join's resources and fun activities to reinforce the
handwriting we teach at school. You can trace over the
letters and words and play the games on your tablet.

warnick | We are limited to the number of users who can log in to this
Bamburgh | account, so please do not share these log-in details.

Handwriting is a key part of the writing
process. When children can form letters
correctly and write fluently, they can concentrate
much more on what they want to say rather
than how to write it.

In school, we will be teaching handwriting daily.

Children will begin writing with pencil and
progress to pen as they develop a fluid,
consistent and legible style. You can support
your child with their handwriting using the
Letter-join website. Log-in details will be sent
home.

Activities that use their whole hand or arm —
such as painting, wiping, mixing, cutting,
swimming etc can also develop the required
muscles and support for handwriting.

Spelling is taught within school using phonics
and spelling rules. A focus spelling rule will be
provided to parents each week via homework
alongside an activity, however spelling is not
tested weekly.

Regular short practise of spellings is also helpful.
Turning it into games, crosswords, wordsearches
and word puzzles are also helpful.



Year Group Page

We are no longer going to have a Year Group Blog and will instead
move to a School Blog — still updated on a weekly basis.

We are introducing a Year Group Page instead which will feature a
range of useful information specific to the year group, including:

- Staff in the year group

- Curriculum Overview

- Key texts

- Homework expectations

- Recommended reads

- Spelling lists

- AR/MyON user guide

- Other resources

- This introduction evening PowerPoint



Year 6: Homework

 Accelerated Reader has been very successful in increasing the amount of
reading and will continue, alongside myON for homework.

« Mathematics: Task related to current or prior teaching.

« myON Reading Task assigned to be read and quiz completed.

« Daily Reading: AR quiz to be completed in school when a book is finished.
« Regular multiplication fact practice: TTRockstars.

« Spellings will be provided for practice at home. There will not be a spelling
test, however the spelling rules will be taught in school.

Homework is set on a Thursday and marked together as a class on
Monday.



Uniform

e Grey or black trousers

e Pinafore dress or skirt

e Grey or black trousers or shorts

* Red or white polo shirt

e Red sweatshirt or jumper or cardigan

e Red and white summer dress

e Grey or white socks

e Grey, white or red tights

e Wellies

e Black shoes (trainers, Vans, Dr Marten-
style boots, and sandals are not suitable)
e A suitable coat for all weathers (any
colour) — a hoodie is not an acceptable

alternative for a coat.



PE Kit

Children will come into school in their PE kit on the
day they have PE.

PE days are as follows:
6AA — Wednesdays

6WW — Tuesdays

6MC — Mondays and Fridays

The following PE kit may be worn:
 Red or white round necked t-shirt

» Black PE shorts or skort

» Black or navy blue jogging bottoms

» Black or navy blue tracksuit top or
sweatshirt (not a hoodie)

* Black pumps/plimsolls for indoor PE
* Trainers for outdoor PE (Years 1-6)

There should be no
branded logos/designs
on any of the PE
clothing nor should
children wear any
football kit.

If these are brought to
school for PE, the
children will be asked
to take them home
again and will be
given spare PE kit to
wear for the lesson
that day.



OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning)

In April, we received our Platinum award from OPAL — the highest level of
accreditation

We are proud of our playtime provision and continue to improve it (An
adventure playground in KS1 is our next addition)

Children have a lot of choice, and a lot of freedom, but there are

consequences for unsafe or disrespectful behaviour

COTEN END PRIMARY SCHOOL APRIL 2026

LATEST NEWS

« Children must have wellies in
school — have a look for a pair Great News!

ton |g ht Coten End Primary School is proud to announce that we have

» Children are welcome to bring in féé, D atinUm e from the Outdoor Play. and Leaming (OPAL)

waterproof trousers w6 2022 programme.
° We are Out in a” Weather’ but We This award recognises schools that h;ve made a §uslamed.

whole-school commitment to improving the quality of play

H H H H for children. It puts us in the top 2% of schools in the country
WI ” d I reCt Ch I Id ren to SenSI ble for quality play and co|nfirms to us that we have transformed
. playtimes into inclusive, enriching and joyful experiences for

play depending on the oiey et

Before beginning our OPAL journey, playtimes looked very

ConditionS, espeCia”y When Very different. Plav was limited in choice a'md space. It was either
muddy




Coten End

awarded to

L
g -
V, class

for

Determination

signed: date:

Values Awards and two Achievement Awards will be presented each week in
assembly. They will bring home a letter on the Thursday.

Year 5 Celebration Assembly will take place in the Lower School Hall
On Monday at 9.05am.

Mathematician and Writer of the Week will be presented in the school
corridor via the office weekly



Communication

Ways in which communication is shared:
‘

« School App - MCAS
(mychildatschool.com): communication
from school office, lunch orders and
payments, trip payments, absence
notifications — essential, please enable
push notifications

« School website: newsletters, year group
page, school blog

« Google Classroom: homework, spelling
(not used for communication)

Please update us of any changes of address,
phone number, medical needs as a matter of
urgency.




Smartphones

We have been gradually removing smartphones from school since we introduced
our Parent Smartphone Agreement in 2023.

DFE guidance is that schools should be mobile phone-free environments. Coten
End have made the decision that children are now not allowed to bring any phone
into school with the exception of children in Year 6 being allowed to bring in a
‘brick’ phone.

What is the impact?

« Prior to our Parent Smartphone Agreement, approximately 70% of Year 6 children brought a smartphone
to school, and 50% of Year 5 children.

« School staff were dealing with social issues related to Smartphones on most days, including incidents of
racism, homophobia and bullying, as well as frequent exposure to sexually inappropriate content.

» Issues related to Smartphones are now extremely rare and it is important that we do not forget how bad
it got for a few years, particularly post-COVID.




Coten End Primary School
Parent Smartphone Agreement

In partnership with parents, Coten End Primary School has
a full ban on smartphones for children attending the school.

Where a phone is needed for communication between parent

and child, we recommend a basic phone that does not have
access to the internet. GPS tags can be used for peace of mind.

Coten End Primary School’s position on smartphones

In view of mounting evidence that access to a personal smartphone is harmful for
children, we recommend that children are not given a smartphone for personal use
until the age of 14 at the earliest, ideally not until they reach 16.

As such they are banned for children at Coten End Primary School and cannot be
brought onto the school site by pupils.

If children are found with a smartphone during the school day, the device will be
confiscated by staff and returned to a parent or carer at the end of the school day.

We are aware that local secondary schools are also reviewing smartphone policies.



Online Safety

At Coten End, we provide children with an effective, reactive Online
Safety curriculum through, but not limited to, our Computing, PSHE and

RHSE lessons.
At school:

We encourage children to consider what positive, healthy and respectful online relationships
looks like.

How to use technology safely and how/where they can seek support and advice.

Our online safety programme is regularly revisited — this includes relevant and up to date
messages about internet usage, video gaming and apps we are made aware of.

Key online safety messages will be reinforced during assemblies and activities annually on
World Safer Internet Day.

Pupils are taught to be critically aware of the materials/content they access online and be
guided to validate the accuracy of information — including the use of Al

The key online safety themes explored within our curriculum include:

ONOUTAWN

. Self-image and identity

Online relationships Children are encouraged to have
Online reputation open and honest conversations
Online bullying about their activity online.
Managing online information If school staff have any concerns
. Health, Well-Being and Lifestyle surrounding a child’s online
Privacy and security activity, they have a duty to report

Copyright and ownership it as a safeguarding concern.




Online Safety

The most impactful online safety comes from home:

« Have an open and honest dialogue around use of technology — it is important as
parents and educators that we react calmly to incidents — we want children to
feel safe, not scared.

« Have a balance in screen time — create boundaries and rules together.

« Enable content filters on devices, including gaming consoles.

« Use child-friendly versions of apps/websites e.g. YouTube Kids — be aware of
age ratings!

« Regularly check messages and internet usage.
« Turn off screens at least 30 minutes — 1 hour before bed.

« Visit InternetMatters.org for advice and guidance on how to implement
online safety at home

Check age
recommendations

RABLAX

13+ 13+ 13+ 12+

d 3 YouTube || Efﬁﬁ] &

TikTok




Questions?

Please speak to your child’s class teacher
individually if you would prefer.



Year 6

Residential Information
12.10.2026-16.10.2026



How WE ACHIEVE

LEARNING OUTCOMES
WO\CE OF AT SDENTIA,
o o & 8
7z, ARETE OUTDOOR CENTRE < A
%\\ Building a daily routine
w Ownership of equipment

Learning transferable skills for use at
home

Correct level of challenge
Spotting & highlighting potential
Differentiation within the team
Chance for progression
Opportuinty to build rapport &

trust with the same instructor

Developing independence
LEARNING OUTCOMES Having a commuinity ethos through living
Q & A, with others
Confident Acting responsibly
Creative Supporting others
Work to overcome fears Creating friendships
Commitment & determination Encouraging others to achieve
Can identify their strengths and weaknesses Acting for the common good
Self Reliance Team Work &Trust
@&-‘OYME’W =
_ 3 Yo  Motivated to achieve the best they can
Broaden horizons . '%’\ Fully participates on tasks
Aware of surroundings =
Gain awe wonder &inspiration
Take responsibilities for actions

Seeks new challenges & learning opportunities
m

- Engaged to learn
_9 Strive to improve & develop in all areas

@ New relationships built with school staff
ND

Take action for the environment

Give individual feedback Making healthy Wfestyle choices
Use photos to trigger discussion Enjoying tech free times
Noticing reduced stress and anxiety after participating in

outdoor activity and being in the natural world

Observing & spotting improvment

Championing great actions & behaviour
Handing out responsibility
Sharing knowledge

Allow time to process information

Creating the opportunity to try again
An overall positive impace on mental health

Develop resilience and perseverance



Arete

Previously, parents would have been asked to complete two forms prior to
the residential, which included:

1. Parental Consent
& Medical Form

2. Photo and Medical
Permission

Now, this can be done by
scanning the QR code or
using the link that will be
on the Year Group page.




Arete: Activities

Day

CGroup 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Monday - Afternoon

Bouldering/weasling
adventure (Team bonding
activity)

Bouldering/weasling
adventure (Team bonding
activity)

Bouldering/weasling
adventure (Team bonding
activity)

Bouldering/weasling
adventure (Team bonding
activity)

Tuesday Gorge Walking Underground Exploration |Canoe/Climb Canoe/Climb

Wednesday Canoe/Climb Gorge Walking Gorge Walking Underground Exploration
Thursday Underground Exploration |Canoe/Climb Underground Exploration |Gorge Walking

Friday - Morning TBC TBC TBC TBC

Arete Outdoor Centre staff will lead the activities throughout the week and the children will
participate in a range of similar activities.

Arete make final decisions on activities each morning and can depend on group dynamics and

weather.

We cannot guarantee that all children will do the same set of activities.




Arete: Daily Structure

Structure of a normal day at Arete includes:

« Wake up at 7.00am

« Breakfast and make lunch by 8.30am

« Meeting with activity group at 9.00am

 Participating in activities until approximately
4.30pm.

« Evening meal at 6.00pm.

« Evening activity from approximately 7.30pm-
9.30pm

 Lights out by 10.00pm

Each evening, children will participate in activity led by
an Arete instructor.

These include: problem solving, nightline, nighttime
: "‘p a4 walks, team building activities and many more.




Arete: Provided Kit

Arete provide all specialist equipment, including:
« Waterproof coat and trousers.
* Fleeces (2x)
* Gilet (Padded Jacket)

 Helmets
« Buoyancy aids
Wellies

If you have your own waterproofs, walking boots, wetsuits
or wellies, please bring them as they are likely to be more
comfortable.




Arete: Required Kit

« Nightwear (plus: dressing gown, onesie, slippers)

« Underwear — bring extra as some will get wet!

- Towel and toiletries in a named wash bag.

« Please do bring roll on deodorant. Children cannot use
spray deodorant due to fire alarms.

« Socks (5 pairs) and thick walking socks (2 pairs)

« 3 pairs trousers, leggings, track suit bottoms,
nylon/polyester- quick drying. (Not jeans!)

« 5-6 T-shirts, 2-3 sweatshirts.

« Thermals, including gloves and a hat (not thin, cotton

gloves)
« 2x shoes (1 for indoors, 1 for outdoors)
« Torch

« Clothes for travel and for the evening.

«  Swimwear.

» 0Old shorts to wear over wetsuits.

« Additional towel for changing outside (just in case)

« Hard, plastic lunch box and water bottle.

« A soft suitcase is easier to carry and better for storage.

DO NOT BRING YOUR BEST CLOTHES OR SHOES!




Arete: Food

Breakfast:
« Each morning, children will have a
choice of a cooked breakfast or
cereal.

Lunch:

« Children will be responsible for
making their own sandwiches for
their packed lunch and will also have
fruit and a snack.

Dinner:
« Children will have a hot dinner each
night including pizza and spaghetti
Bolognese.

Any dietary requirements must be made clear
when completing the form in the pack you
have received.




Arete: Preparations

When preparing for Arete, children
should ensure that they can:
 Tie shoelaces.

« Brush long hair and be able to
plait/tie up hair as well as
maintain personal hygiene.

« Pack own school/day bag.

« Fill water bottle.

- Make the bed.

« Fold and put away clothes.

« Eat a variety of foods.

« Be punctual.

This not only helps to ensure children
have as much time accessing the
activities, but also teaches them key life
skills.




Arete: Medicines Scan for _S"

medical
form

Leaving:
«  Children to meet in the St. Nick’s Carpark at 8.00am.
»  Children must be capable of carrying their suitcase.
»  Drink and packed lunch for the coach: no fizzy drinks or glass.
« Children can bring sweets for the journey: not hard-boiled
sweets.

Medicines:
» Please see us prior to departure if you have any special medical
needs that you wish to discuss.

« Maedicines to be handed in to class teacher by
09.10.2026 in a clear plastic bag (Friday
BEFORE Arete).

Travel Sickness:
« ‘Consent for administration of medication in school’ form must be
completed.
« Ensure these are administered prior to departure.
» Some of the mini-bus journey can be long and windy, so
additional tablets important.




Arete: Worries

If, prior to the residential week, you (or
child) have any worries about the visit to
the Arete Outdoor Centre, please feel
free to speak with a member of staff at
anytime.
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