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Message from Mr Williams 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As I write this first newsletter as Head of School, I feel both a deep sense of pride and genuine         
excitement for the journey ahead. Some of you will know that this school has been a part of my life for 
the past 13 years, ever since I arrived as a Newly Qualified Teacher. It has been a privilege to grow with 
this community—teaching, learning, and sharing in so many milestones along the way. 
 
That time has allowed me to get to know many of our families well, to watch siblings come through the 
school, and to be part of countless experiences as a teacher and at school events. These connections 
mean a great deal to me, and I’m equally looking forward to getting to know those who are newer to 
our school. Whether this is your first year with us or your sixth, you are very much part of the heart of 
our community. 
 
Some of you may know that I have the ill-fortune of being a lifelong Everton fan. I often find myself 
drawing on our club’s motto: Nil Satis Nisi Optimum—Nothing but the best is good enough. It’s a     
powerful phrase, and one that speaks to high standards and ambition. But in schools (and as an Everton 
fan), it’s important we remember that striving for the best doesn’t mean being perfect. Learning is 
messy. Mistakes are essential. What matters most is that we all support each other, bounce back, and 
keep aiming high. That’s a message I will continue to share with our children and staff every day and is 
equally well supported by our school motto: Learning for Everyone, Learning from Everyone. 
 
This term also marked a new chapter for our school as we officially became part of Stowe Valley Multi-
Academy Trust. While we will always remain true to our unique character and values, joining a wider 
family of schools brings fresh opportunities—to collaborate, to share expertise, and to ensure the very 
best outcomes for our children. We’re already seeing the benefits of these new partnerships, and I look 
forward to sharing more with you in the months to come. A small insight into this for parents comes in 
the wonderful articles about some recent school events which you will find in the newsletter below.  
 
I would also like to make a special mention to our Year 4 colleagues and families this week. They have 
had a truly memorable experience at Blackwell and I would like to thank all those who are supporting. 
Residential Visits are one of the school events I look forward to most and whilst a 6-week old has     
prevented me from attending this year, I know exactly how much the children will have benefitted from 
this experience. We will be sure to put an article with photos in our next newsletter.  
 
As we settle into the new term, my door is always open. I’m keen to listen, to learn, and to work      
together with you all—staff, parents, carers, and of course, our amazing children—to make this school 
the best it can be, because nothing but the best is good enough. 
 
Thank you for the warm support I’ve already received. I’m truly excited for what lies ahead. I wish all of 
you a pleasant and restful Easter. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
Nick Williams 
Head of School 
 
 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



INSET days—2025/26 
To help parents prepare for the new academic year, here are the 5 INSET days on which school will be 
closed to children: 

 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 
Friday 24th October 2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 
 
Please follow the link below to see the calendar for 2025/26 school year: 
 
2025/26 Academic year 
 

School meal price increasing 
Our school caterers, Educaterers, have faced challenges over recent years and, now with increases in 
inflation through 2025 due to various national and international political and environmental factors, 
changes to the living wage and increased National Insurance contributions, are faced with having to re-
view their pricing in order to take account of these cost pressures.   

 

As a result of the above, school meals will be increasing with effect from 28th April 2025 to £3.00 per 
meal.  Please ensure that you have sufficient funds in your ParentPay account to cover this increase for 
any meals that your child may take. 

 

Here is the link to next term’s school dinner menu: 

 

Summer term menus 

School news 
 

Basketball success 

On Wednesday 9th April, Coten End attended a basketball competition at Moreton 
Morrell College. In the afternoon session there were 6 schools from the local area 
competing with teams split into 2 groups.   Coten End played 2 games with the 
winners from each group competing in a final at the end of the     session. We 
started incredibly strongly winning our first match 36-0. In our second match we 
also won impressively, 26-4. Each member of the team was fantastic, playing 
with enthusiasm and a competitive nature.  
 
Those two results meant that we made it through to play in a final against Milver-
ton Primary School. This was a much closer match with impressive defence on 
both sides and some great teamwork displayed.  Coten End defended fiercely 
to hang on for a 10-8 victory, finishing the day as competition winners. Well 
done to the team on a brilliant achievement. Here are some photos from the 
day.  

https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+dates&pid=268&action=saved
https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=262


School news continued... 
Here are 2 articles that have been produced by Stowe Valley MAT on recent events in school.  To read 
more about what events that have taken place at other schools in the MAT please follow this link: 

 

Stowe Valley school news 

 

 

 

https://www.stowevalleymat.com/about/news




Family Information Service 
The latest edition of the Family Information Service newsletter is available 
to read at: 

FIS Newsletter 

Year 3’s Fossil-Filled Adventures at Cross Hands 
Quarry 
Over the past two weeks, all three Year 3 classes have enjoyed exciting trips to Cross Hands Quarry, 
where the children stepped back in time to explore fossils of marine animals from the Middle Jurassic age. 
Armed with keen eyes and lots of enthusiasm, the children had the chance to dig for real fossils and learn 
all about the sea creatures that lived in that part of Warwickshire millions of years ago – 170 million years 
ago to be exact!  The highlight of the day was when the children discovered echinoids, brachiopods, am-
monites and fossilised coral. It was a fantastic hands-on learning experience that brought their Fossil 
Hunters topic and science lessons to life. Well done, Year 3! 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Royal Mint Museum’s Short Story Competition page. 
 

https://www.royalmintmuseum.org.uk/learning/short-story-competition/  
 

For the fifth year running, we are holding our annual Short Story Competition. Open to Primary school 
pupils aged 8 to 11, students are invited to submit a story of no more than 500 words based around a 

chosen topic. 
 

This year's topic is Sustainable Futures. Over the last few years the Royal Mint has been moving      
toward a more sustainable way of working by increasing its use of renewable energies and changing 

what we do by building a new precious metal recycling department on our site in South Wales. As we are    
looking to the future, we’d like you to do the same with your story. 

 
Read our inspiration pages to find out how the Royal Mint is moving toward a more sustainable future, 

hopefully this will help to inspire you and give you some ideas for your story. 
 

The competition will be open for entries from 17th February until 25th April. Winners will be announced 
on our website in May. 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://www.royalmintmuseum.org.uk/learning/short-story-competition/


Club availability 
There are spaces left in some of our After School Clubs: 

 

Monday— Football (Y3/4), Dance (Y3-6) 

Tuesday—Spanish, Drama (Y3-6) 

Wednesday—Arts & Crafts (R, Y1-2) 

Thursday—Multi-Sports (Y2-4) 

Friday—Dance (R, Y1-2), Athletics (Y1, 2)  

 

Please see the club summary for information on these clubs and contact details: 

 

Summer clubs 

 

 

Arts Insight auditions 
There are some places left on the Masters of the Verse Auditions taking place in Warwick and Coventry 
on the 19th, 26th and 27th April. 
 
If your child enjoyed the workshop Arts Insight lead for Year 4 in school or attend weekly drama classes 
or simply want to get involved call or text Laura on 07540 874642. 
 
Weekly rehearsals start on the 1st May at Warwickspace (a stone’s throw from school). 
 

https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Clubs&pid=43&action=saved


  Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 28th   
April 

   Football (Y3/4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Music (Rec, Y1 & 2) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Tuesday 29th   
April 

  Year 5 Recycling and 
Climate Change     

workshops 

Football (Rec/Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 30th   
April 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Music (Rec, Y1 & 2) 

Arts & Crafts (Rec, Y1 & 2) 
Football (Y5 & 6) 

Spanish 
 

Thursday 1st   
May 

  2.00pm & 6.00pm    
Reception/Y1—Covid 
babies workshop for 

Parents 

Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
Boys’ Football squad (Y5 & 6) 

11+ Maths & English (Y5) 
Gymnastics (Rec, Y1 & 2) 

Friday 2nd       
May  

   Dance (Rec, Y1 & 2) 
Athletics (Y1, Y2) 

 

     

Monday 5th     
May 

BANK HOLIDAY—
SCHOOL CLOSED 

   

Tuesday 6th    
May  

  7.00pm              
Friends’ Committee 

Meeting 

Football (Rec/Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 7th 
May 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Music (Rec, Y1 & 2) 

Arts & Crafts (Rec, Y1 & 2) 
Football (Y5 & 6) 

Spanish 
 

Thursday 8th   
May  

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
Boys’ Football squad (Y5 & 6) 

11+ Maths & English (Y5) 
Gymnastics (Rec, Y1 & 2) 

Friday 9th       
May 

Girls’ Football team 
tournament at      

Leamington Lions 

  Dance (Rec, Y1 & 2) 
Girls Football squad (Y5 & 6) 

Athletics (Y1, Y2) 
 


















