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Message from Mr Williams 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week we had our first Open Morning of the year. It was a wonderful celebration of what makes 
Coten End such a special place to learn and grow. Families were welcomed into school to hear from 
staff and children. Most importantly, we focussed on the lasting importance of relationships between 
staff, children, and parents that define our community. 
 
Visitors learned how our school values come alive in everything we do, from the Year 6 residential in 
North Wales to our innovative approaches in the classroom. Highlights included the introduction of 
continuous provision in Year 1, our OPAL initiative transforming playtimes, and our ongoing work with 
Smartphone Free Childhood. 
 
We were also proud to celebrate the incredible support of our FRIENDS PTA, whose fundraising      
directly enriches the experiences of all our pupils. Most of all, our pupil tour guides shone as true 
“Coten Enders”: confident, kind, and curious learners who make our school such a vibrant and       
welcoming community. 
 
Later on in the Newsletter there is an article about our adventure to North Wales last week. We were 
incredibly lucky with the weather and had an amazing time; credit to all the children who behaved  
brilliantly and approached the week with a fantastic attitude – there are some photos on the Year 
Group Blog for Year 6 so do take a look.  
 
This term, we say a very fond farewell to a truly dedicated member of our Coten End community.  
Emma Hodges first joined the school as a pupil, she returned as a parent when her son Zachary start-
ed in 2010, and soon became an integral part of school life. After decades of service and care, she has   
decided it’s time for a new chapter - one that allows more time for family, travel, and gardening! We 
thank her wholeheartedly for her contribution and wish her every happiness and success in her new 
adventure. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you a happy half-term. It has been  a long 8 weeks and just today I, and 
other leaders, spent the day around school seeing just how much progress has been made by the   
children in this time. After half-term, we will be faced with new challenges especially during playtimes 
and we will endeavour to put together a ‘wet weather plan’ to provide children and parents with more 
guidance on how to best prepare for our OPAL Play during the Winter Period.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 4th November. Please don’t forget that Monday 3rd is an 
INSET day.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr Williams 

 
 

 

 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



School Attendance and Punctuality Reminder 
At Coten End Primary School, we are committed to supporting every child to achieve their best — 
and excellent attendance and punctuality play a huge part in that success. Regular attendance helps 
children make steady progress, build friendships, and develop good learning habits that will last a lifetime. 

 

   Punctuality Matters 

Arriving on time each day helps children start the day calmly and ready to learn. When children are late, 
they can miss key learning moments and it can be unsettling for the rest of the class. 

• Children should arrive at school between 8.40am and 8.50am. 

Please make every effort to ensure your child arrives on time and ready for the day ahead. 
 
   Medical Appointments/ Illness 

Where possible, please arrange medical or dental appointments outside of school hours. If this 
isn’t possible, we ask that children attend school before and/or after their appointment to minimise lost 
learning time. 

 

The NHS provides clear guidance on when children are well enough to attend school. Most mild illnesses 
— such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough — do not require time off school, unless a child has 
a temperature. The article below provides some useful information for parents to follow ahead of the win-
ter season. 
 

Vomiting and/or Diarrhoea - please do remember that children must stay off school for 48 hours 
since the last incident of any sickness or diarrhoea.  This is in line with NHS guidance detailed in 
the link above. 

 

Top tips on how to keep your child healthy at school – The Education Hub 
 

  Talking About Attendance 

We understand that sometimes there are genuine reasons for absence. If you have any concerns about 
your child’s attendance, please speak to us — we’re here to help. There will also be an opportunity to  
discuss attendance and punctuality with your child’s class teacher at Parents’ Evening. Alternatively, 
you can make an appointment to meet with myself or our Parent Support Advisor, Nicky Pittaway.    
Working together, we can make sure your child achieves their full potential. 

 

✈  Holidays During Term Time 

Please remember that holidays should not be taken during term time. Taking time off for holidays 
can have a significant impact on your child’s learning and progress. Requests for leave can only be au-
thorised in exceptional circumstances. 

 

Please find below a link to our attendance page on the school website. Here you will find further guidance 
and our updated Attendance policy. 

 

Coten End Primary School - Attendance 

Thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring your child attends school regularly and on time. Every 
day really does make a difference. 

 

Kerry Pope 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/top-tips-how-child-healthy-school/
https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=256




Year Group News 
 

Reception and Year 1 Author Visit  

Cat Weatherill Inspires Our Young Storytellers! 

Reception and Year 1 were treated to a magical visit from Cat 
Weatherill, a wonderful author and storyteller who led an        
engaging session all about story and rhyme. 
 
Cat captivated the children with her energetic storytelling and 
lively performances of traditional tales including                    
Aladdin and Mother Goose. The children were completely        
enthralled — joining in with actions, rhymes and laughter 
throughout the session. 
 
It was a fantastic opportunity to celebrate the joy of storytelling and to inspire our youngest pupils to   
develop a love of words, rhythm and imagination! 
 
Ms White and Mr Mansell.  
 
 
Year 4 
 
Year 4 had a fantastic Ancient Greek Theme Day this week! The 
children arrived in incredible costumes — from powerful gods and 
goddesses to brave soldiers and fearsome monsters — and threw 
themselves into a day of creativity and collaboration. They painted 
their clay pots with intricate Greek patterns, cooked delicious    
spinach and feta parcels inspired by spanakopita, and created 
striking mixed-media collages based on Greek mythology. 
 
Throughout the day, the children showed our school values of   
curiosity, determination and responsibility, as well as        
remembering to Be Safe and Be Respectful in every activity.   
 
It was a brilliant celebration of learning—a true highlight of our Ancient Greece topic! 
 
 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 
Quiz Winners - European Day of Languages  
 
Well done to 4JL who remembered the most different ways of saying 'hello' when 
we played a whole school game of 'pass the hello tag' on European Day of       
Languages. They were very happy to be awarded the engraved trophy in their   
celebration assembly. 
 
Culture Club 
 
If you speak another language at home and would be interested in helping Madame Allison run Culture 
Club, please contact the school office. 
 
Coten End Café 
 
Some Year 6 students enjoyed 'visiting' a 
French café on Friday and also had fun 
playing the very popular French game of 
'pétanque'. 
 





Eco Committee News 
Hundreds raised for Foodbank at Pumpkin Event 

 

We’re very excited to announce that the children have helped to raise around £280 for the Warwick Dis-
trict Foodbank and sales of sweet treats raised around £100 for Friends. Exact figures will be available 
soon. 

 

Enormous thanks to everyone who supported this special community event by coming along, getting   
involved, donating, helping to set up and more. Very special thanks go to the children from the Eco    
Committee who were fantastic - taking payments, going around with donation buckets, tidying up and 
generally being enthusiastic and helpful. Huge thanks also to the staff who stayed after work to support 
them. 

 

Catherine from Eco Friends said: “It’s been a joy and a privilege to run this event where so many people 
come together, have fun and contribute what they can to give people a hand through tough times. This is 
my last year at the school and I hope others can take the event forward and enjoy it as much as I have.” 
Anyone wishing to get involved in this event or others can pop along to say hello at a Friends meeting, 
email secretary.foce@mail.tidy.hq.com or speak to their class rep. 
 

How much did those huge pumpkins weigh? 

 

It’s the news everyone’s been waiting for! The all important weights of our Guess the Weight competition 
were: Doris 14.2kg. Dougal 15.1kg 

 

Felix in year 1 won Doris - he was closest with his guess of 15kg. Julian in year 1 won Dougal with a bril-
liant guess of 14.92kg. Being closest overall, Julian also won the top prize from our incredibly generous 
friends at Hatton Adventure World - a year’s annual membership for his family! Guess the Weight brings 
so many smiles and gets people chatting and laughing together as well as raising funds. Thank you so 
much to the lovely teams at Hatton and Tesco Warwick for supporting the event with pumpkins and    
prizes.  

 

The Eco Committee kids grew many of the beautiful pumpkins at school, including 
Captain’s favourite  variety which they do for him every year. As you can see he was 
very grateful.   

 

mailto:secretary.foce@mail.tidy.hq.com


OPAL NEEDS YOU!!! 

Do you have any of the following, or know anyone who can provide… 

• Tarpaulins (any size but we need more small ones) 

• Pallets 

• Large tyres (Tractor size) 

• Swings 

• Frameless slides 

• Wendy houses (Little Tykes) 

• Astro turf 

• Piping (all sizes) 

• Large pipes children can go through 

• Milk crates 

• Scooters 

• Trikes 

• Plastic garden chairs 

• Storage sheds 

 

If you have any of the above, please bring to the office labelled 
FAO Mrs Patterson or Mrs Rebbeck 

Thank you 

 

Forest School 
Forest School are also asking for donations.  We are looking for waterproof coats and trousers suitable for 
Year 3 up to year 6, tarpaulin, rope, hand tools such as bow saw, palm drill, axe, hammers, gimlets.  We 
also are looking for adult support on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.  If you have already applied to 
be a parent volunteer and have had the necessary checks and would like to help out please email the 
school office.  Thank you, Mrs Wiseman 
 

 

A busy lunch time for some of our 
Year 5 pupils! 

Badminton success for James! 
James’ (4BB) badminton success continues….. 

 

In the recent Warwickshire Schools Badminton Association event for Under-10s 
held in Kenilworth, James had a fantastic result and won the Gold Medal in the 
tournament!  James trains with the county each week and his hard work is     
certainly paying off.  Well done James!    

 

 





 Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 3rd      
November  

INSET DAY 

 

   

Tuesday  4th   
November  

Dr visit to Reception  Parents’ Evening Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) * 
Cookery (Y2-6) 

Wednesday 5th 
November 

  Parents’ Evening (2HH) Judo (Y2—6) 
Music (Y1 & 2) 

Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 
Football (Y5 & 6) 

Spanish 
Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 6th   
November 

  Parents’ Evening (not 
2HH) 

Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Bat & Ball (Y1 & 2) 

 

Friday 7th        
November  

   Dance (Y1—2) 
Football (Y2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Girls’ Football Squad 

     

Monday 10th    
November  

9.00am  Reception 
Heights & Weights 

 2.00pm  - Reception 
‘Come and Play’ 

Football (Y3/4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 11th    
November  

   

OPAL Parents event 

Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 

Wednesday 12th   
November 

  2.00pm  - Reception 
‘Come and Play’ 

Judo (Y2—6) 
Music (Y1 & 2) 

Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 
Football (Y5 & 6) 

Spanish 
Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 13th   
November 

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Bat & Ball (Y1 & 2) 

Friday 14th      
November 

   Dance (Y1—2) 
Football (Y2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Girls’ Football Squad 
 

* Arts Insight Drama Club which runs out of the lower school hall on a Tuesday afternoon from 3:30 - 
4:30pm has a small number of places available for the last half term of 2025.  This will run from Tuesday 
4th November - 16th December. So please get in touch if your child would like to join us after half term.  





 


















