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Message from Mr Williams 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We say it every year, but the Autumn Term is a marathon and I am sure 
I can speak for children, staff and parents when I say that we are all  
exhausted. We are also extremely proud. Proud of our children, our staff 
and our community. The progress made has been phenomenal and     
everyone that is part of the Coten End family deserves a great deal of 
joy, happiness (and definitely rest) over the next two weeks. Thank you 
so much for your support, your participation in the many, many       
Christmas related events, the Come and Learns, the OPAL events, the FRIENDS events and the day-to-
day support that is required for our school to be successful. 
 
I would encourage you to have a look at the article later in the newsletter about Year 5’s visit to Harry 
Potter World. This is the first time that Year 5 have visited as part of their ‘Magical Muggles’ topic. It 
was so lovely to see how excited the children were about the trip and it really brought their Learning 
Theme to life. I have seen some of their narrative writing since and they have clearly been well and 
truly inspired. This is now a visit that your child will experience in Year 5 as long as it remains available 
to schools, and I have no doubt that it will become a real highlight of every child’s time at Coten End. 
 
As with any end of term, we have some farewells to say and also some warm Coten End welcomes. 
Firstly, Gill Urmston is leaving us this Christmas. Gill has been a part of Coten End since September 
1996. Yes, you heard that right. I was 5 years old! Gill has worked as a Teaching Assistant for all this 
time, as well as taking on numerous other roles including Senior Midday Supervisor and Cover         
Supervisor. This is a staggering length of time and she has touched the lives of countless children, and 
in all likelihood the children of some of those children!  We will be sure to celebrate Mrs Urmston’s time 
at Coten End appropriately after Christmas and the children will be involved in this. 
 
We have welcomed Miss Julie Peach to our Year 1 TA team and will be welcoming three new Midday 
Supervisors to join our OPAL team in January: Mrs Shanti Perkash, Mrs Deena Rawat and Mrs Carine 
Cruz Marques – Carine and Shanti will be familiar faces as they are parents of children in school. 
 
All that remains to be said is a very, very Happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing you all on   
Tuesday 6th January ready to meet 2026 with the same level of determination, kindness,               
responsibility, courage, collaboration and curiosity that we have thrown at the last 15 weeks. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Nick Williams 
Head of School 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



Message from the Chair of Governors  
In between the excitement of Christmas preparations and the many moments that make 
this time of year so special, I have been taking stock of what has been an incredible term 
at Coten End. It has been a term full of energy, challenge and progress, and one that has 
offered many opportunities to see the school at its very best. 

Spending time in school is important in my role, not just to celebrate what is going well, 
but to understand the experiences of our children and staff, so that the decisions we make 
as governors are        thoughtful and well informed. This term that has included joining 
Key Stage 2 on their trip to the Albany to see Beauty and the Beast, where excitement filled the theatre 
and the violin playing goblin may well have stolen the show. I also had the pleasure of watching the    
Reception nativity, which was a joyful reminder of the confidence and care that underpin life at Coten 
End. Finding myself dangling from a cliff face on the Year 6 residential was not something I had           
anticipated, but it offered a powerful glimpse of the resilience and teamwork our children show when 
faced with challenge. 

From a governance perspective, this term has been both busy and positive. Governors have continued 
regular monitoring visits and worked closely with the Senior Leadership Team to ensure that all children 
are included, supported and able to flourish. We remain focused on providing appropriate challenge and 
support, always with the aim of securing the best possible outcomes for every child. 

We are encouraged by the continued impact of OPAL, which is enriching playtimes and supporting       
wellbeing and creativity across the school. Alongside this, we have reflected on the strong achievements 
of the past year, which speak to the determination of children, the expertise of staff and a shared        
commitment to improvement. 

This term we also say thank you and very fond farewell to Chiedza Mupfumira, who is stepping down as a 
governor. Chiedza joined our governing board in September 2023, has been an outstanding support and a 
true critical friend to the school. She has brought balance, thoughtful challenge and a clear focus on    
ensuring behaviour is well monitored and supported, always rooted in what is best for the children. She 
will be greatly missed. 

I would like to close by thanking our wonderful teachers and support staff whose efforts, both in and         
beyond the classroom, ensure that every child receives the support and guidance they need to thrive.  
Thank you, also to our Senior Leadership Team for their continued leadership and commitment. Mr       
Williams, as Head of School, alongside Mr Grana and Mrs Pope, lead with clarity and care. We are also 
grateful for Mrs Sheepy’s ongoing guidance and support as Executive Head, which brings both stability 
and ambition to the school.  

I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a genuinely good rest. I suspect we will all need it! 

With best wishes, Hannah  

Hannah Webber 

Achievement Assemblies 
Due to revised and enhanced safeguarding procedures in school, all Celebration assemblies (to which      
parents and carers are invited) will now take place in Lower School Hall. To help accommodate these 
changes, assemblies for some year groups may have changed day and time.  
Thank you for your understanding.  

Day Time Year group 

Monday 9.05am 6 

Tuesday 9.05am 5 

Wednesday 9.05am Reception 

2.45pm 3 

Thursday 9.05am 2 

2.40pm 1 

Friday 9.05am 4 



Reminders from the office for the New Year 
 

SCHOOL APP — My Child at School 

Please ensure that you have activated your My Child at School (MCAS) app and have ‘push notifications’ 
enabled.  When messages and announcements are sent via the App you will then receive a notification to 
check your messages; parents who do not have the App activated will receive messages by email,      
however these sometimes take a while to get through whereas App messages are instant. 

 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

Absences must be reported to the office by 9.30am.  We would prefer the MCAS App to be used to     
report absence or you can contact the school office by phone or email, cot-admin@stowevalley.com.  
Please contact the office each day that your child is absent to give an update on illness. 

 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS / ILLNESS 

Where possible, please arrange medical or dental appointments outside of school hours. If this 
isn’t possible, we ask that children attend school before and/or after their appointment to minimise lost 
learning time. 

The NHS provides clear guidance on when children are well enough to attend school. Most mild illnesses 
— such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough — do not require time off school, unless a child has 
a temperature.  

Please remember that there are clear NHS guidelines regarding vomiting and/or diarrhoea—children must 
remain off school for 48 hours since the last incidence of any vomiting or diarrhoea even if this is 
a one-off occurrence. 

(If your child is off sick and you have pre-ordered a school lunch, please inform the office so that they can 
cancel the order.) 

 

LUNCH ORDERING 

The school dinner menus can be viewed on the school website via the link below:   

Coten End Primary School - School Dinner Menu  

 

It is very useful for the office and kitchen if dinners could be pre-ordered on ParentPay.  Dinners can be 
ordered or amended on ParentPay up to 8.00am each day.  If you are unsure of how to access your 
ParentPay account please contact the office. 

 

CHANGES TO COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS 

We respectfully request that parents endeavour to inform the office of any changes to arrangements by 
midday as we cannot guarantee that messages will be delivered in the afternoon due to the busy-ness of 
the school office. 

 

Parents’ Evenings—Spring 2026 
This is advance notice of the dates for Parents’ Evening meetings next term.  The dates are: 

 

Tuesday 3rd March and Thursday 5th March 2026. 

 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.cotenend.warwickshire.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=262




Celebrating pupil success 
 

James Eagles (Year 3) 

 

James was chosen to be a mascot at the Aston Villa Ladies match on 11th December 
against Liverpool. 

James was very proud to have this once in a lifetime opportunity.  He walked out with  
Aston Villa’s number 15, defender Lucy Parker before the kick off in the Women’s Super 
League Game, which the team won 3-0. James was able to walk around the pitch prior to 
the game, met the team and collected autographs. He said that his favourite part was 
walking out onto the pitch with the players and really enjoyed the whole experience.  

 

Joshua Jackson (Year 5) 

Joshua took part in the Warwickshire Primary Schools Cross Country Championship race 
on Saturday. He raced in the year 5 boys category against about 100 other boys and 
finished 3rd—a fantastic achievement!  Joshua trains very hard and his family are      
incredibly proud of him. There is another race in February and we hope Joshua gets   
another great result! 

 

Izzy Israel (Year 5) 

Izzy’s recent work with the Royal Shakespeare Company is a        
wonderful achievement worth celebrating. Over the past three 
months, she has performed as Mini Macduff in Macbeth.  Working 
alongside a highly skilled cast and performing on The Other Place 
Stage has been extremely exciting. 

A standout moment of her experience was the honour of meeting 
Dame Judi Dench and Sir Ian McKellen, whose encouragement made 
a lasting impact. 

Izzy’s time with the RSC showcases her dedication, creativity, and 
promise as a young performer, an    exciting step forward in her    
theatrical journey 

A Thank You from FRIENDS 

 

On behalf of FRIENDS, we would like to thank you all for your wonderful support this term — from      
generous donations to volunteering your time at our events. We truly couldn’t do it without you. 
 
This term has been a busy and exciting one, with our Pumpkin Pop-Up, fundraisin’, cake sale, Christmas 
fairs, raffles, letters to Santa and Stories with Santa. Seeing the children’s faces light up at the Christmas 
fairs and during Stories with Santa has been a joy for us all and makes all the hard work so worthwhile. 
 
Our treasurers have been working hard behind the scenes, and in the new year we will be able to share 
the total funds raised from these events. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support. We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing you next term. 
 
Best wishes, 
Gemma and Brittany (Co-Chairs of FRIENDS of Coten End) 





 

    New Year Donation Drive! 

 

 

 

Loose parts are really popular, particularly tyres, crates, 
pallets, ropes, tarp, planks and cable spools.  

 

We also want your scooters and balance bikes (if in safe 
usable condition)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 5th     
January  

INSET day 

School closed to       
children 

   

Tuesday 6th    
January   

Children return to school   Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 7th    
January 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 8th    
January 

Open Morning, 9.30am   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Multi-Sports (Rec & Y1) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 

Friday 9th        
January  

  5MC Science workshop 
at Warwick School 

Dance (Rec—2) 
Football (Y1 & 2) 

Chess (Y3-6) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

     

Monday 12th    
January  

   Football (Y3/4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 13th      
January  

   Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 14th 
January 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 15th  
January 

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Multi-Sports (Rec & Y1) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 

Friday 16th      
January 

  Young Voices concert Dance (Rec—2) 
Football (Y1 & 2) 

Chess (Y3-6) 
Girls’ Football Squad 

 







 






