
Friday 30 January 2026 
Issue No 9 

Message from Mr Williams 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I want to start by thanking everyone for their resilience and support over January. The weather has 
been awful, sickness is travelling around and the days are still getting dark far too early, yet here we 
are, and the children have continued to have brilliant experiences in school. Spring is on the horizon! 
 
We have had the opportunity recently to show our playtime provision to colleagues within Stowe    
Valley MAT. It’s always a pleasure to see how people react to what our playtimes look like. The      
freedom children have, the choices, the opportunity to be daring and fearless. It all contributes to the 
personal, social and emotional development of our children. I would like to take the opportunity also to 
thank our parent/carer community for their support with OPAL. January is a very hard month in terms 
of keeping everything going. The temptation to take the occasional day inside is there, as is the option 
of closing various play areas. We also understand that many parents would much prefer us to keep 
children in when it is wet and muddy! I appreciate your patience and tolerance, because I know that 
children can get very wet and muddy, even with good wellies and coats. We have lots to work on still 
to make OPAL everything we want it to be, but it is made much easier by the support we get from our 
parent community. 
 
We had the KS2 Disco last week which was a great success and I am sure it will be the same for     
Reception and KS1 next Friday. There are some great articles in the Newsletter this week so please 
take time to read them. Don’t forget that Parents’ Evening Bookings open on Tuesday 10th February, 
and like last time myself, Mr Grana, Mrs Pope, Mrs Munday and Mrs Pittaway will be available to meet 
with parents if you would like to book a meeting. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Nick Williams 
 

Young Voices — message from Mrs Sheepy 
On Friday 16th January, I again had the immense privilege and pleasure of taking the Young Voices 
Choir to the bpPulse Arena in Birmingham for their concert. After weeks of rehearsing, the children  
finally got the chance to perform alongside 5000 other children to friends and family. The concert is 
always a magical and memorable experience and one, I hope, children will remember for years to 
come. The logistics and commitment from staff are huge but it was worth it when we saw the         
enjoyment and pride on the faces of the children. Their behaviour was impeccable and they coped  
admirably with the very long and overwhelming day. I would like to especially thank Miss Allsopp, Mrs 
Arben, Mrs Campbell and Mrs Travis who supported the rehearsals each week along with the parent, 
governor and staff volunteers who accompanied the choir on the day. We were also very proud to 
learn that we were the biggest choir (150 children) there, not only on the day but for the whole week 
of concerts in Birmingham. The joy of singing can never be underestimated, and this was wholly     
evident on the day. Thank you to all the children and parents for your support. Here's to YV2027! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BE SAFE  BE RESPECTFUL 



Holocaust Memorial Day 
On Tuesday 27th January, Executive Committee and Mr Williams represented Coten End at 
Warwick’s Holocaust Memorial Day event led by the Mayor. 
 
This is always a poignant event. As a school, we take part to demonstrate our commitment 
to educating children about the Holocaust. Children in Year 6 learn about this in an age-
appropriate way alongside their Battle of Britain WW2 topic and make a commitment to                       
not forget about the awfulness of genocide.  
 
Our Chairperson, Gurbani Singh, and our Vice-Chairperson, Ottilie Pallister-Read, read information about 
the event, and a Poem by Pavel Friedmann. I have shared the transcript of this below. Well done to both 
girls for reading with such clarity and personality. 
 
Pavel Friedmann was born in Prague. He was a Jewish Czechoslovak poet. When he was 21, the          
occupying German authorities had him transported to Terezin Concentration Camp, in the fortress and 
garrison city of Terezin in what is now the Czech Republic. There he wrote the Poem “The Butterfly” on a 
piece of thin copy paper. Several of his poems were discovered after the liberation of Auschwitz. The   
poem also inspired the Butterfly Project, an exhibition where 1.5 million paper butterflies were created to 
symbolize the same number of children who were murdered in the Holocaust. On 29 September 1944, 
Pavel was deported to Auschwitz concentration camp, where he was murdered aged 23. 
 

The Butterfly 

He was the last. Truly the last.  
Such yellowness was bitter and blinding 
Like the sun’s tear shattered on stone. 

That was his true colour. 
And how easily he climbed, and how high, 

Certainly, climbing, he wanted 
To kiss the last of my world. 

 
I have been here seven weeks, 

‘Ghettoized’. 
Who loved me have found me, 

Daisies call to me, 
And the branches also of the white chestnut in the yard. 

But I haven’t seen a butterfly here. 
That last one was the last one. 

There are no butterflies, here, in the ghetto.  
 
 

PICTURE SPECIAL: Young people help mark Holocaust Memorial Day in Warwick - The Leamington Observer 

https://leamingtonobserver.co.uk/news/picture-special-young-people-help-mark-holocaust-memorial-day-in-warwick-60052/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAPokjZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeOh-0A7GD8qSnIr45FNYgzD043UzCos1f0md5QqSDXkP6KKLlTQKYZp2fXiA_aem_mHG9mL13


NSPCC Number day—Friday 6th February 

NSPCC Number Day makes maths meaningful and is a great way to make numbers 
fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude towards mathematics. 

We are having a fun day of maths activities on Friday, and we will be taking part in Dress up for Digits. 
Pupils are asked to wear an item of clothing with a number on it (sports top, eg football,  
rugby, netball, hockey shirt or cap). Or get even more creative and become a human          
calculator, dice or domino by dressing in a maths or numbers theme.  
 
(Please do not buy anything special for this day, a simple number on a top will be absolutely fine.) 

 
We are also taking on Buddy’s Key Challenge in our classes.  
We are working to solve exciting maths puzzles in our classes, against the clock with Buddy, the ‘Speak 
out. Stay safe’ mascot.  

 
By taking part in the Number Day we are also hoping to raise money for the NSPCC via any donations 
that you would like to make.  
 
We are asking for donations to be made via GiftT, using the QR code.   
Using GiftT will enable to NSPCC to claim back Gift Aid. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Miss Chacko and Mrs Leadbeater 

Primary Maths Challenge 
 
A total of 42 children from Years 4–6 took part in the Primary Maths Challenge. The challenge is 
a national competition designed to encourage children to enjoy maths through problem solving, logical 
thinking and reasoning, rather than just straightforward calculations. The questions are deliberately 
tricky and often require pupils to think carefully, spot patterns and apply their maths in different ways. 
 
All of the children showed fantastic resilience and determination while taking part. Many of the      
questions were challenging, but everyone gave their best effort and stayed focused throughout, which we 
are extremely proud of. Taking part in a competition like this is a real achievement in itself. 
 
We are pleased to celebrate the children who received awards: 

 
 Bronze Awards: 

Armaan, 4JL 
Aniket, 4JL  
Archie, 5MC 
Isabel, 5BM 
Alvin, 5HA 
Shourjak, 5HA 
Joun, 6AJ 
Louisa, 6MC 
Defne, 5HA 
Leana, 6AJ 
Ellis, 4JL 
Emel, 5MC 
Louis, 5MC 
Jordyn, 5MC 
Jessica A, 6AJ 
Haruto, 4JL 
Bani, 5MC 
Vogue, 5HA 

Silver Awards: 
Sophia, 5HA 
Luca, 5BM  
Gurbani, 6WS 
Ottilie, 6MC 
Genevieve, 6MC 
Frederic, 6AJ 
Milo, 5HA 
Mason DA, 6MC 
Aanya, 6MC 
Sam, 6MC 
Johnny, 5BM 
Erin, 6WS 
Lisa, 6MC 
Emily, 6AJ 
Fiona, 6WS 

Gold Awards: 
Parth, 5BM 
Mikael, 6MC 
Laura, 6AJ 
Isaac, 6WS 
Merryn, 4JL  
Laurence, 5BM 
Maggie, 6WS 
Harry D, 6MC 
Bethany, 6MC 

Well done to everyone who took part — you should all be very proud of  yourselves 
for rising to the challenge and showing such a positive attitude towards maths!  



No Dogs on School Site 
This is a reminder that dogs (including those that are carried) are not allowed on the 

school site at any point during the day, including for Kids Club drop off and pick up.   

 

This is with the exception of assistance dogs. 

 

If you have to bring your dog at drop off and pick up time we kindly ask that they are 

securely tied up well away from the school gates.   

 

Family Information Service 
The latest edition of the Family Information Service newsletter is available 
to read at: 

FIS Newsletter 

Stowe Valley Mat Values Calendar 2026 
 
Last year, students across the Trust created postcards that illustrate one or all of the Trust values:     
Kindness, Confidence & Resilience. The 52 winning entries have gone into the first Trust Values Calendar.  
 
Calendars are available to buy on ParentPay for £8.50 each until 8 February (please do not select one-
click payment). 
 
 
  

Young Voices 2026 
YV2026 was one of the most magical concerts that we ever experienced. We arrived at the BP Pulse Live 
Arena in Birmingham, where we did our concert rehearsals with our conductor David Lawrence.  
 
After a quick break, it was time to get our concert on! The concert started at 7p.m. It was amazing! Gigi 
(host) introduced us as well as Urban Strides (the dance team) and the orchestra who pulled it all        
together.  
 
We had a great time with the rest of the YV choir. It was a long night, but it was worth it!  
 

Joun and Elena, 6AJ 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=7346556874






LITERACY NEWS 







 Morning  Afternoon/Evening After School Clubs 

Monday 2nd    
February  

   Football (Y2-4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 3rd    
February  

   Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 4th  
February 

   Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 5th    
February 

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Multi-Sports (Rec & Y1) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 

Friday 6th        
February  

NSPCC Number Day  Discos (LS Hall) 

Rec—3.15pm—4.00pm 

Y1 — 4.15—5.00pm 

Y2 —5.15—6.00pm 

Dance (Rec—2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Girls’ Football Squad 

     

Monday 9th     
February  

Children’s Mental Health 
Week 

  Football (Y2-4) 
Girls’ Football (Y3/4) 

Spanish (Y1-6)  
Dance (Y3—6) 

Mandarin (Y1-6) 
Boys’ Football Squad 

Tuesday 10th      
February  

Safer Internet Day   Football (Y1) 
Netball (Y5 & 6) 
Hockey (Y3 & 4) 
Drama (Y3-6) 

Cookery (Y2-6) 
Advanced Sewing (Y3-6) 

Wednesday 11th  
February 

Year 6 Magistrates 
Workshop 

  Judo (Y2—6) 
Arts & Crafts (Y1 & 2) 

Football (Y5 & 6) 
Spanish 

Sewing (Y3-6) 

Thursday 12th  
February 

   Multi-Sports (Y2—4) 
11+ Maths & English (Y5) 

Young Voices (Y3-6) 
Multi-Sports (Rec & Y1) 

Puzzle Club (Y3) 

Friday 13th      
February 

Year 6 & Myton German 
workshop 

 
KS2 Orchestra of the 

Swan workshop 

  

Half-term      

Children return on  
Monday 23rd February 

Dance (Rec—2) 
Chess (Y3-6) 

Girls’ Football Squad 
 



The session will take place from 9:00AM - 10:00AM at King Edward VI School, Stratford.  
All equipment is provided and the session is free. Interested parents can book through 
the Shakespeare's Swords website: Shakespeare's Swords | Fencing | West Midlands, UK  

 

https://www.shakespearesswords.com/




 





Book via the link below: 

 

Fun Football Sessions 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmcdonaldsfunfootball.co.uk%2fBook%2f18c098cf-9785-4682-8d66-dffdd4747384%3fcampaign%3dFunFootball&c=E,1,WIAKHWhzAScz_7t9JI6hmtyUUPZ9aTCDMtBSvmCyaP-r_-ms2oTQGSCyM2JNXaa-I60QpV0x1OVmU7rGQfw4ZfUrFHL1_ibgAVmL





